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Dear Teacher

As you will see from the details below, the workshop is designed to get the students out of their comfort zone and they must work collaboratively as a team if they are going to complete the scenario. There is no one ‘right’ answer, what we are aiming for is for the teams to understand the challenges that face disaster recovery agencies in trying to design a map that suits all their needs. The individual briefs are in part mutually exclusive so that what one team member wants to put on the final map may clash with the requirements of another member of the team – this is where the key role of co-ordinator comes in. 

Based on previous workshops, some schools like to do a fair bit of work beforehand so that their students are prepared, others prefer to give out minimal detail so that the students are thrown in the deep end. We will leave it up to you to decide how you play it with your students, but have indicated the minimum that we require you to do beforehand.

As part of the Workshop pre-brief I have attached 3 separate documents:

20120120-Restless Earth Teacher Notes Updated 2012 – This is an outline of the exercise which includes several useful websites and a link to an especially relevant piece of video footage on the Internet. We will leave this to you to decide how much of this to pre-brief to your students, but as a minimum we would suggest that you do get them to access the video clip. 

20111103-Restless Earth Presentation – A PowerPoint for teaching staff to go through with the students before the event. We were quite surprised at the lack of knowledge of the events in Sendai at some schools we have been to and this is intended to serve as a reminder of the incident. Once again, if you feel that your students have a good background knowledge of what happened, this might not be necessary.

20111103-Restless Earth Workshop Role Descriptions – Descriptions of each of the five roles involved in the Workshop. These are designed to be given to the students before the exercise so that they come partly prepared for the Workshop. Beforehand, we need you to allocate the students into groups of 5, with each member of the group playing one of the roles. We will expand on the explanation on the day and as with the other material if you feel that you don’t want to give too much away beforehand, as long as the students know what role they are going to play within their group that is the minimum requirement. Please can you also ensure that each group brings along a range of coloured pencils or pens with which to complete their map.

How the day works:

· We will arrive and set up the hall ready for the workshop. 

· We will give an outline brief at the start of the workshop to set the scene, explain the aim of the workshop and go through the maps that we have brought along. There will be a set of maps for each group on the tables along with the laptops and some blank outline maps for the students to add in the relevant information to produce their final map. There will also be a set of coloured badges on the table, one for each role, so that we can identify who in each team is playing which role. 

· Each of the BCS team has a lead responsibility, mine for example is ‘Military’, or will provide general advice. Each role lead will then ask the students playing that role to gather round to be further briefed on what they have to do – e.g. I will brief all the ‘Military’ reps together, one from each team, while the other Leads are briefing their reps. This ensures that the groups are briefed individually rather than as a team, so that they then go back to their tables with slightly different views of what is required. 

· This is where the fun begins! Ideally the BCS team would then have nothing to do for the next hour and a bit, but in reality we are interacting with the groups as they ask questions, seek clarification and get a fuller understanding of what is required. If I had a pound for every time there was a plaintive ‘SIR?!’ I would be a rich man. 

· At the end of the workshop, when each team has produced its final map, the Leaders will go round to each team individually, get them to explain what they have done to one of the Leaders and we will offer a positive critique of the final map – you would be amazed at the variety of final product that we get! 
Yours sincerely

Peter Jones

Chair of BCS Programme Committee
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